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PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES

Gertraud Auer Borea d‘Olmo

Mustafa Barghouthi

Gertraud Auer Borea d‘Olmo is Secretary General of the Bruno Kreisky Forum for
International Dialogue. Prior to this role, taken up in 2005, she worked as a project manager
at BKF (Middle East Youth Peace Forum); a staff member and international and cultural affairs
Adviser at the Federal Minister for Education and the Arts in Austria (1991-1995); and a free-
lance professional in languages, architecture, theatre and international politics.

Sam Bahour is a Palestinian-American business consultant based in Al-Bireh/Ramallah,
Palestine. His firm, Applied Information Management (AIM), specializes in business
development with a niche focus on start-ups and providing executive counsel. Sam was
instrumental in the establishment of the Palestine Telecommunications Company (PALTEL)
and the PLAZA Shopping Center. He completed a full term as a Board of Trustees member at
Birzeit University and is currently a Director at the Arab Islamic Bank and serves in various
capacities in several community organizations, including as a policy adviser to Al-Shabaka, the
Palestinian Policy Network, member of the core Local Reference Group of the Ecumenical
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), co-founder of the community
foundation, Dalia Association, and Chairman of Americans for a Vibrant Palestinian Economy.
Sam writes frequently on Palestinian affairs and has been widely published. He is co-editor of
HOMELAND: Oral History of Palestine and Palestinians and may be reached via the blog

www.epalestine.com.

Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi was born in Jerusalem in 1954 to a Palestinian family from Deir
Ghassaneh village in the Ramallah District. He is a member of the Palestinian parliament and
was a presidential candidate in 2005 and Minister of Information under the first National
Unity Government in Palestinian history. Mustafa Barghouthi has made an extraordinary
contribution to initiatives to peacefully challenge the ongoing Israeli Occupation of Palestine
and bring it to end, as well as efforts to build the institutional framework of Palestinian civil
society and promote the principles of internal democracy and good governance. He writes
extensively for local and international audiences on civil society and democracy issues and
the political situation in Palestine, as well as on health development policy in Palestine. Dr.
Barghouthi is also one of the leading exponents of the campaign for economic and political
divestment from Israel and its associated institutions. With a long history of involvement in
the Palestinian political sphere, Dr. Barghouthi was a member of the Palestinian delegation
to the Madrid Peace Conference in 1991. He was also a member of the Steering Committee
to the Multilateral Peace Negotiations from 1991-93. He drafted the Palestinian NGO law
and participated in lobbying efforts to have it passed by the Palestinian Legislative Council.
In 2002, Dr. Barghouthi co-founded the Palestinian National Initiative.




Bashir Bashir

Bashir Bashir is a research fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute and teaches political
philosophy in the Department of Political Science at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His
primary research interests are nationalism and citizenship studies, multiculturalism, conflict-
resolution and the politics of reconciliation. His publications include: ‘Reconciling Historical
Injustices: Deliberative Democracy and the Politics of Reconciliation’, Res Publica, 18(2),
2012: 127-143; with Amos Goldberg, ‘Deliberating the Holocaust and the Nakba: Disruptive
Empathy and Binationalism in Israel/Palestine’, Journal of Genocide Research, 16(1), 2014:
77-99; with Will Kymlicka (eds.) The Politics of Reconciliation in Multicultural Societies
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).

Brenna Bhandar is Senior Lecturer in Law, SOAS. She has published widely in the areas of
critical legal theory, indigenous rights, and property law. She is co-editor of the forthcoming
book, Plastic Materialities: Legality, Politics and Metamorphosis in the work of Catherine
Malabou (Duke University Press, 2015).

Geoffrey Bindman QC

Moshe Behar

Sir Geoffrey Bindman QC, throughout his long and distinguished legal career, has specialised
in civil liberty and human rights issues. From 1966-1976 he was legal adviser to the Race
Relations Board and from 1976-1983, to the Commission for Racial Equality. He is a Visiting
Professor of Law at University College London and at London South Bank University, an
Honorary Fellow in Civil Legal Process at the University of Kent, and a Fellow of the Society
of Advanced Legal Studies. He is chair of the Board of Trustees at the British Institute of
Human Rights. He has won awards for a lifetime’s achievement in human rights from Liberty
(December 1999) and the Law Society’s Gazette (October 2003). He has represented the
International Commission of Jurists, the International Bar Association, Amnesty
International, and other bodies in human rights missions in countries, including the former
Soviet Union, Germany, South Africa, Chile, Uganda, Namibia, Malaysia, Israel and the
Occupied Territories, and Northern Ireland. He was knighted in January 2007 for services to
human rights and in March 2011 appointed honorary Queen's Counsel.

Moshe Behar is senior lecturer in the Department of Middle Eastern Studies at the University
of Manchester and co-editor of Modern Middle Eastern Jewish Thought, Writings on
Identity, Politics and Culture, 1893-1958 (2013).




Avraham Burg

Avraham (Avrum) Burg was born in Jerusalem 1955. An Israeli author and activist, he was
formerly a member of the Knesset, Chairman of the Jewish Agency for Israel and Speaker of
the Knesset. Burg was the first Speaker of the Knesset to have been born in Israeli territory
after independence in 1948. Then a member of the Labor Party, he retired from the Knesset
in 2004 and has published several Israeli and internationally best sellers. Burg is a regular
contributor to the leading newspaper articles in Israel as well as appearing on TV programs
in Israel, and around the world. Burg is the chairman of ‘Mifalot’ the largest Israeli
movement for social change through sports and education.

Taghreed El-Khodary

Leila Farsakh

Taghreed El-Khodary was born in Gaza and holds an undergraduate degree in communications
from the American University in Cairo and an MS in mass communication from Murray State
University, which she attended as a Fulbright Scholar. EI-Khodary later returned to the U.S. to
take up a Nieman Fellowship at Harvard University in 2006 as the Ruth Cowan Nash Fellow,
and again in 2010 as a Heinrich Boell Fellow and Visiting Scholar with the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. She covered Gaza for the New York Times for 8 years (2001-2009). She
also worked for ICG as an analyst in Gaza. She covered the second intifada, the civil war, the
Israeli war on Gaza (Cast-lead operation) . El-Khodary has been working as a senior editor for a
chronicle on the Middle East and North Africa www.fanack.com. Fanack is based in The Hague.

Leila Farsakh is Associate Professor of political science at the University of Massachusetts
Boston. She is the author of Palestinian Labor Migration to Israel: Labour, Land and
Occupation, (Routledge, fall 2005, 2012) and editor of Commemorating the Naksa, Evoking
the Nakba, (a special volume of Electronic Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, in Spring 2008),
as well as of numerous journal articles on the political economy of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and on the One-State solution. Dr. Farsakh holds a Ph.D. from the University of
London and an M.Phil from the University of Cambridge, UK. She has also worked with a
number of international organizations, including the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) in Paris and since 2008 has been a senior research fellow at the
Center for Development Studies at Birzeit University, in the West Bank. In 2001 Dr. Farsakh
won the Peace and Justice Award from the Cambridge Peace Commission, in Cambridge-
Massachusetts.

Salma Karmi-Ayyoub

Salma Karmi-Ayyoub is a criminal barrister and external consultant for the Palestinian human
rights organisation Al Haqg, where she used to head an international litigation project. She has
a particular interest in the question of Palestine and the International Criminal Court. She is

also co-chair of the British legal charity Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights.



http://www.fanack.com/

Menachem Klein

Francesca Klug

Prof. Menachem Klein is a faculty member in the Department of Political Science at Bar-llan
University, Israel. Prof. Klein studied Middle East and Islamic Studies at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. In 1992-3 and 2001-2, he was a fellow at St. Antony’s College, Oxford University,
in 2006 visiting professor at MIT, and in 2010, Fernand Braudel Senior Fellow at the European
University Institute, Florence. In 2011 Prof. Klein was a visiting scholar in Leiden University,
Holland, and in 2015 he is a Visiting Research Fellow in King's College London. In 2000 Prof.
Klein was an adviser for Jerusalem Affairs and Israel-PLO Final Status Talks to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Prof. S. Ben-Ami, and a member of advisory team operating in the office of
Prime Minister Ehud Barak. Since 1996 he has been active in many unofficial negotiations
with Palestinian counterparts. In October 2003 Prof. Klein, together with prominent Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators, signed the Geneva Agreement — a detailed proposal for a
comprehensive lIsraeli-Palestinian peace accord. He is Senior Fellow at the Bruno Kreisky
Forum for International Dialogue and board member of Palestine — Israel Journal. Previously
he was board member of B’etselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the
Occupied Territories.

Francesca Klug is a Professorial Research Fellow and Director of the Human Rights Futures
Project at the LSE's Centre for the Study of Human Rights. As a Senior Research Fellow
at King’s College Law School in the 1990s she advised the then Government on the model for
incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law reflected in the
Human Rights Act. Francesca was a Commissioner on the Equality and Human Rights
Commission from 2006-09 and was a member of the small Bill of Rights and Responsibilities
Reference Group at the Ministry of Justice from 2007-09. Her latest book A Magna Carta for
all Humanity: homing in on human rights will be published by Routledge in May.

Tony Klug, a special advisor on the Middle East to the Oxford Research Group, has written
extensively about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. His doctoral thesis was on the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank during its early years. He is a former co-chair of the Council for
Jewish-Palestinian Dialogue and the Arab-lewish Forum and was a founder member of
Independent Jewish Voices. For many years he worked at the International Secretariat of
Amnesty International.

Dr. Alon Liel is the former Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chairman of the
Israel-Syria Peace Society, and lecturer in International Relations at Tel Aviv University and the
Herzliya Interdisciplinary Center. Dr. Liel held numerous positions in the Foreign Ministry,
including the Israeli Ambassador to South Africa, Foreign Ministry Spokesman, and Charge
D’affairs of Israel in Turkey. He is a member of the board of several civil society organizations,
which promote peace and equality, including One Voice. In addition Dr. Liel has published
several books, including: Demo Islam, Islamic Democracy in Turkey, Turkish-Israeli Relations
1949-2010, and The Equalizer - South Africa is Building a Nation.




Michelle Pace

Yossi Rapoport

Michelle Pace is Professor with Special Responsibilities at the University of Roskilde’s
Department of Society and Globalisation. Her main areas of research include the External
Relations of the European Union with special emphasis on relations with the Middle East and
North African (MENA) region. She is also Honorary Professor in Politics and International
Studies at the University of Birmingham in the UK. Her research interests cover identity
politics, perceptions of democratisation in the MENA, the development of the public sphere
in this region since the Arab “Uprisings”, de-democratisation, governance and pluralism in the
Middle East, Egypt, Palestine. Recent projects she was principal investigator on include a
British Academy funded project on A ‘Modern’ Islamist Democracy? Perceptions of
democratization in the Arab-Mediterranean world and an ESRC funded project on Paradoxes
and Contradictions in EU democracy promotion efforts in the Middle East. She has supervised
a study of the Danish Arab Partnership Programme and is the academic evaluator for the
Danish policy towards Palestine. She is co-editor of the peer reviewed journal Mediterranean
Politics. She was founder and convener of the British International Studies Association
Working Group on International Mediterranean Studies (until 2013) and of the research group
on the EU and democracy promotion efforts in the Middle East (2008 — to date).

Yossi Rapoport is Reader in the history of the Middle East and the Islamic World at Queen
Mary University. His academic publications deal with the history of women in Islam and of
Islamic law. He has also written on the Arab Spring and the territorial unity of Eretz
Israel/Palestine. He is a member of the Israeli-Palestinian group “Two States, One Homeland”.

Philippe Sands QC is Professor of Law at University College London and Director of the
Centre for International Courts and Tribunals, and a practising barrister and co-founder of
Matrix Chambers. He acts in cases before international courts and tribunals, including the
International Court of Justice, and sits as an arbitrator in international investment disputes
(ICSID) and on the Court of Arbitration for Sports. He is the author of several books,
including Principles of International Environmental Law (CUP, 3rd edition, 2012), Bowett’s
Law of International Institutions (Sweet & Maxwell, 6th ed. 2009), Lawless World (2005) and
Torture Team (2008), and contributes to the New York Review of Books, Vanity Fair, the
Financial Times and The Guardian. His new book, a personal history of the Nuremberg trial
and the origins of ‘crimes against humanity’ and ‘genocide’, will be published by Alfred
Knopf in 2016. He is a member of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Panel on
Diplomatic Excellence, a vice president of the Hay Festival, a member of the board of English
PEN and of the Tricycle Theatre, and serves on the appeal board of the Bingham Centre for
the Rule of Law.




Lynne Segal

Avi Shlaim

John Strawson

Lynne Segal has been engaged in Left & feminist politics since coming to London from
Sydney in the early 1970s. She is currently a Professor in Psychosocial Studies at Birkbeck,
University of London. She has written many books on feminism, gender and politics. Her
two most recent books are Making Trouble: Life and Politics and Out of Time: The Pleasures
& Perils of Ageing. She was amongst the founding group of both Jews for Justice for
Palestinians & Independent Jewish Voices in the UK.

Leila Shahid studied sociology and anthropology at the American University of Beirut (AUB),
one of the centres of Palestinian political activism. At the same time, she joined the
movement of Yasser Arafat in 1968. In 1976, she became the President of the General Union
of Palestinian Students in France. She participated in the launch of the French quarterly, La
Revue d’études palestiniennes, which was published until 2008. The first woman to be
appointed by Yasser Arafat to represent the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in
Ireland in 1989, she then became the PLO’s representative to the Netherlands in 1990
before being appointed General Delegate of Palestine to France, from 1993 to 2005 and to
UNESCO from 1993 to 1996. She has been Ambassador of Palestine to the European Union,
Belgium and Luxembourg since 2005. Leila Shahid is also a Patron of the Support Committee
of the Russell Tribunal on Palestine, which began its work in 2009, and member of the Board
of Trustees of the Institute of Palestinian Studies and the Board of Trustees of Bir Zeit
University. Leila Shahid is married to Moroccan novelist and literary critic Mohammed
Berrada.

Avi Shlaim is an Emeritus Fellow of St Antony's College and Professor of International
Relations at the University of Oxford. He is a Fellow of the BritishAcademy. His books include
The Politics of Partition (1990); The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (2000), Lion of
Jordan: The Life of King Hussein in War and Peace (2007), and Israel and Palestine:
Reappraisals, Revisions, Refutations (2009).

John Strawson works in the areas of colonial legal history and postcolonialism with interests
in international law, the Middle East and Islamic law. He is co-director of the Centre for
Human Rights in Conflict at the University of East London, and has held visiting positions at
the International Institute of Social Studies (The Hague, Netherland), Birzeit University
(Palestine) and was Visiting Professor of Law at the International Islamic University Malaysia
(Kuala Lumpur) in 2007. He broadcasts on international Law, Middle East politics and Islamic
law. His publications include: Partitioning Palestine: Legal Fundamentalism in the Palestinian-
Israeli Conflict (London and New York: Pluto Press, 2010) and (ed.) Law after Ground Zero
(2002).He is currently working on a book on Islamic Law and British colonial India and co-
editing Injustice and Memory: Faith in Human Rights (Ashgate 2015).




Nimer Sultany

Nimer Sultany is Lecturer in Public Law, School of Law, SOAS, University of London. Previously,
he was Postdoctoral Fellow at SUNY Buffalo Law School (2012-2013). He holds an SJD from
Harvard Law School; an LL.M. from University of Virginia; an LL.M. from Tel Aviv University;
and an LL.B. from the College of Management. He practiced human rights law in
Israel/Palestine, and was the director of the Political Monitoring Project at Mada al-Carmel -
The Arab Research Center for Applied Social Research. He has written widely on constitutional
democracy, Islamic Law, Israeli jurisprudence in relation to the occupation, and on the lack of
citizenship for the Palestinian minority in Israel. His op-eds appeared in Arabic, Hebrew, and
English in numerous media outlets, including: The Boston Globe, The Miami Herald, The
Guardian, Buffalo News, Haaretz, and Al-Quds al-Arabi.

Ahmed Abu-Tawahina

Limor Yehuda

Ahmed Abu-Tawahina, a Palestinian, was born in October 1960, in Deir El-Ballah- Gaza Strip -
Palestine, and lives in Gaza-Palestine. He studied BA, MA and PHD in the field of Psychology
and Clinical Psychology at Ain-Shams University in Egypt. He is a human rights and peace
activist; He worked at Gaza Community Mental Health Programme as a Psychologist, Clinical
Psychologist, Deputy Director General and the Director General. He is the founder and the
Director of Dignity institution for mental health and human rights. He is a Member of many
local and national health and human rights organizations. Dr. Abu-Tawahina participated and
attended several international, national and local conferences and workshops. Dr. Abu-
Tawahina publishes extensively on issues of peace, civil society, human rights and mental
health.

Limor Yehuda is a human rights attorney and a social activist. After working as a prosecutor
with the district attorney’s office in Jerusalem, Limor spent six years at Israel's Supreme Court
as a legal assistant and member of Chief Justice Aharon Barak’s legal team. Following her
work at the court Limor joined the Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) where she
directed the department for human rights in the Occupied Territories and litigated human
rights cases before Israel’s High Court of Justice. Limor is currently a research fellow and PhD
candidate at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Her research aims to explore the
applicability of the legal norm of equality to the normative framework of ethno-national
conflict resolution in general and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in particular. In addition to her
academic work, Limor is a founding member of “Two States, One Homeland”, a political
movement focused on offering a new paradigm to the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. The movement advocates for a modified confederacy model, and aims to replace the
widely accepted discourse of separation with one focusing on equality, mutual respect and
partnership.
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Adam Fagan

Adam Fagan is Professor of European Politics and Head of the School of Politics and
International Relations, Queen Mary, University of London. He is also a Professorial Fellow
at the London School of Economic and Political Science.

Ann Jungman

Ann Jungman is a writer of children's books and a teacher. Born in London of refugees from
Germany, Ann has been opposing aggressive Zionism, since joining "Jews Against the War in
Lebanon" in 1982.

Merav Pinchassoff is a freelance conference Interpreter and has worked at various
international organisations including the United Nations and the OECD. Merav is also a
Visiting Lecturer in Conference Interpreting at the University of Westminster. She has been
an active member of the 1)V Steering Group since 2011.

Jacqueline Rose

Jacqueline Rose is Professor of Humanities at Birbeck University of London. Her publications
include The Question of Zion, The Last Resistance, Women in Dark Times. She is a co-
founder of Independent Jewish Voices and was the writer and presenter of the C4
Documentary Dangerous Liaison — Israel and America.

Nadia Valman

Nadia Valman is Senior Lecturer in English at Queen Mary, University of London, and has
published widely on literature, gender and religion. For IJV she organised a public debate on
antisemitism and Islamophobia in 2012.
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SPONSORSHIP

Independent Jewish Voices is a volunteer-led association and this two-day conference on Equal Rights for All would
not have been possible without the generous support we received from our sponsors. The Conference is hosted and
sponsored by Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities as one of its two annual international humanities conferences, as
well as having the benefit of generous support from the Bruno Kreisky Forum for International Dialogue, the Andrew
Wainwright Reform Trust and the Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust.
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Andrew Wainwright Reform Trust NormanMelburntrust UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

The Independent Jewish Voices Conference Committee would like to thank all our sponsors and participants in the
Conference for making this event possible. Special thanks go to Antony Lerman for his founding contribution to the
idea of the Conference, to Tamar Steinitz for key help at a crucial stage, and to Julia Eisner, Birkbeck Institute of the
Humanities without whom it would not have happened.

We hope to continue to work towards the aims established in our statement of purpose and any further donations
will be used to this end.

Independent Jewish Voices

www.ijv.org.uk

@1JVweb



http://www.ijv.org.uk/
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ABOUT INDEPENDENT JEWISH VOICES -- OUR DECLARATION

A Time To Speak Out: Independent Jewish Voices

We are a group of Jews in Britain from diverse backgrounds, occupations and affiliations who have in common a
strong commitment to social justice and universal human rights. We come together in the belief that the broad
spectrum of opinion among the Jewish population of this country is not reflected by those institutions which claim
authority to represent the Jewish community as a whole. We further believe that individuals and groups within all
communities should feel free to express their views on any issue of public concern without incurring accusations of
disloyalty.

We have therefore resolved to promote the expression of alternative Jewish voices, particularly in respect of the
grave situation in the Middle East, which threatens the future of both Israelis and Palestinians as well as the stability
of the whole region. We are guided by the following principles:

1. Human rights are universal and indivisible and should be upheld without exception. This is as applicable in
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories as it is elsewhere.

2. Palestinians and Israelis alike have the right to peaceful and secure lives.
3. Peace and stability require the willingness of all parties to the conflict to comply with international law.
4, There is no justification for any form of racism, including anti-Semitism, anti-Arab racism or Islamophobia, in

any circumstance.

5. The battle against anti-Semitism is vital and is undermined whenever opposition to Israeli government
policies is automatically branded as anti-Semitic.

These principles are contradicted when those who claim to speak on behalf of Jews in Britain and other countries
consistently put support for the policies of an occupying power above the human rights of an occupied people. The
Palestinian inhabitants of the West Bank and Gaza Strip face appalling living conditions with desperately little hope for
the future. We declare our support for a properly negotiated peace between the Israeli and Palestinian people and
oppose any attempt by the Israeli government to impose its own solutions on the Palestinians.

It is imperative and urgent that independent Jewish voices find a coherent and consistent way of asserting
themselves on these and other issues of concern. We hereby reclaim the tradition of Jewish support for universal
freedoms, human rights and social justice. The lessons we have learned from our own history compel us to speak out.
We therefore commit ourselves to make public our views on a continuing basis and invite other concerned Jews to
join and support us.

Please visit our website www.ijv.org. for more information or to become a signatory.
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